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The body's reaction to thermal injury is much more than an initial, local inflammatory response. The burn wound is a continuous, severe threat against the rest of the body due to invasion of infectious agents, antigen challenge and repeated additional trauma caused by wound cleaning and excision. The inflammatory mediators which control blood supply and microvascular permeability in the wound have been extensively studied and are largely understood. Attempts to suppress the inflammatory reaction by different drugs, have, however, been less successful. Extensive thermal injury and sepsis also results in immunosuppression. The defects causing immunosuppression are still very much under consideration. An understanding of these defects is essential for the development of therapies. The increasing interest in the control of the inflammatory reactions by cytokines may, in the near future, be of great importance.